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A peek inside the engineering lab, factory, and the Atari VCS itself — along with some hints
of what’s next.

Atari VCS Lab Testing, September 2019

The ongoing journey of the Atari VCS from mysterious teased concept, to Indiegogo
sensation, to fully-realized product nearing mass production has been a long one, filled
with plenty of twists and turns.

https://medium.com/@atarivcs/atari-vcs-plastics-thermals-and-internals-f72e61897b81

1/8

10/8/2019

Atari VCS Plastics, Thermals, and Internals - Atari VCS - Medium

There’s still much to do before the team feels it can change the Indiegogo status from
“Prototype” to “Production,” but we get closer each day.
As we’ve always said, the Atari VCS is not like other game systems. It’s meant to be your
machine, with numerous capabilities that allow for customization and personalization of
both the hardware and software. Today’s update blog re-focuses on the hardware side
and brings lots of photos and detailed descriptions covering the past several months of
development that we are excited to share!

Atari VCS pre-production board, September 2019

The first thing we will talk about is the photo of the PCB board we shared last time and
have included again here. That view is of the top of the Atari VCS circuit board; you
should be able to quickly and easily spot the AMD Ryzen APU, along with the two USB
3.0 ports, one HDMI port and one power connector that will be accessible from the back
of the machine. The large, relatively open space in the center of the board is where the
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The tooling (molds) for the Atari VCS plastic parts are largely complete, and being put
through the normal tuning process of final fit and finish. This is an ongoing process, so
most of the photos we are showing here do not represent final textures and do look far
more “plasticy” than they will in the finished products. The engineers’ first priority is
always fit over finish. They work closely with the factory and suppliers to ensure that all
the parts fit together smoothly and as intended. The parts go back and forth countless
times for evaluation, with the teams making precise adjustments every step of the way.
These adjustments all end up contributing to a flawless and trouble-free manufacturing
process that starts with easy and fast release from the tools, with minimal waste (many
plastic parts can be recycled).
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Behind the scenes: Atari VCS hardware development, factory tools, 2019

That precision also contributes to smooth and easy assembly processes on the factory
floor, where line workers will bring together the different parts, including the circuit
board, thermal unit, plastic housings, numerous screws and connectors, plus final finish
parts like rubber feet and the decorative front fascias in wood, plastic or carbon fiber
finishes that make up a completed Atari VCS system. Meanwhile, all of the same things
have also been going on at the PowerA factory where the awesome new Atari Classic
Joysticks and Atari Modern Controllers are just about ready for mass production, too.
Once the teams shift into actual mass production, the factories have the ability to build
thousands of units quickly and efficiently.

Behind the scenes: Atari VCS hardware development, part t and nish studies, 2019
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ideas we know they will provide, in advance of our retail launch in spring 2020. Our
goal, as always, has been to make sure that we ship our official products with the help of
our biggest fans. Of course we will provide many more details about the Atari VCS
software directly to backers as we get closer to shipping. In the meantime, we hope you
have enjoyed this latest “behind the scenes tour.”
We have more partnerships in the works and more new updates and announcements
planned and very much look forward to sharing more with you soon!
— The Atari VCS Team
Note: Please visit AtariVCS.com to learn more about the Atari VCS system and
peripherals, or to participate in the Official Atari VCS Presale happening now at
AtariVCS.com, GameStop.com and Walmart.com.
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